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2. Claims 

1. A ticket vending machine for automatically selling 
a ticket by an' operation of the user comprising a plurality of 
display units for displaying an effective date of an issued 
ticket on a customer-attending surface and a plurality of select 
buttons corresponding the display units, wherein the effective 
date of the issued ticket is displayed on each display unit, 
a displayed data on the display unit corresponding the button 
selected by operating the select button is set as the effective 
date and the ticket on which the effective date is printed is 
issued . 

2. The ticket vending machine according to claim 1 
comprising a confirmation button, wherein before the operation 
of the confirmation button, the operation of a plurality of 
select buttons can be accepted and tickets corresponding to all 
select buttons operated before the operation of the 
confirmation button are issued. 

3. The ticket vending machine according to claim 1, 
wherein the ticket is a passenger ticket having a limited usable 
date. 

Summary of the Invention 

To achieve the above-mentioned object, according to the 

1 



present invention, a plurality of display units for displaying, 
for example, each date from a current date to an advance sale 
date, as well as a plurality of select buttons corresponding 
the display units are provided on a customer-attending surface, 
and a displayed data on the display unit corresponding the 
button selected by operating the select button is set as the 
effective date and the ticket on which the effective date is 
printed is issued. Thus, as in the case of purchasing the 
passenger ticket by an ordinary ticket vending machine, the user 
can easily purchase the ticket by operating a desired date and 
the corresponding select button. 

These date memories 53, . . . serve to store each date from 
a current date to an advance sale date therein and connected 
to the main control unit 51. 

Next, operations in the above-mentioned configuration 
will be described with reference to a flow chart shown in Fig. 
9. First, the main control unit 51 performs a default setting. 
That is, the main control unit 51 reads contents of setting of 
the date setting switch 8 by which a person in charge sets an 
issue date (step SI), performs a date operation on the basis 
of the read issue date, thereby calculating values obtained by 
sequentially adding " + 1" to the issue date (step S2) and stores 
each of the values in the date memories 53, respectively 



(step S3) . Thus, each date is displayed on respective display 
unit 37 of the pressing button switches 31, ... (32, ...) as 
shown in Fig. 10. This displayed example shows the case where 
the issue date is "8 th ". The default setting is performed in 
this manner and the device waits for the user in this state. 
When the user inserts a paper money into the paper money 
insertion port 25 or inserts a coin into the coin insertion port 
26 (step S4) and presses the pressing button switch 31 (32) of 
a desired date in the purchase button unit 27 (28) (step S5) , 
the main control unit 51 reads a displayed date of the pressed 
pressing button switch 31 (32) from the corresponding date 
memory 53 and calculates the date corresponding to the pressed 
pressing button switch 31 (32) (step S6) . Next, the main 
control unit checks whether the confirmation button 29 is 
pressed or not (step S7) and, when it is checked that the 
confirmation button 29 is pressed, sends the calculated date 
as an effective date along with a printing command to the 
printing issue control unit 54 (step S8) . The printing issue 
control unit 54 receiving them reads a necessary character 
pattern from the character pattern memory 55 and controls the 
printing issue unit 7 accordingly. Consequently, the printing 
issue unit -7 prints the calculated date as the effective date- 
as well as the other necessary items on a ticket and discharges 
a one-day ticket as shown in Fig. 6 to the output port 30 (steps 
S9 and S10) .7 At the same time, if there is a change, the change 



is paid. In the case where magnetic recording for automatic 
gate is necessary, an encode recording unit is provided at the 
printing issue unit 7 and after necessary information is printed, 
the effective date, etc. are recorded in an encoded manner and 
issued. 

On the other hand, when it is checked that the confirmation 
button 29 is- not pressed at the step S7, the procedure returns 
to the step S5. The similar operations are repeated until the 
confirmation button 29 is pressed and the procedure proceeds 
to printing and issuance. That is, the reason why the 
confirmation button 29 is provided is that the user can purchase 
multiple tickets at one time. By accepting selective pressing 
with the purchase button units. 27 and 28 any number of times 
after accepting money and pressing the confirmation button 29 
by the user, a ticket of the date corresponding all of the 
selected and pressed pressing button switches 31 (32) are 
sequentially printed and issued. In this case, by configuring 
the display unit 37 of the selected and pressed pressing button 
switch so as to flush, comprehensibility is improved. 
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